
trichomes stiff 
 
 sharp and very rigid 
 
  woody, not really a trichome.................................. spiny = thorny 
  long, rigid .........................................................................  prickly 
  short, rigid  ........................................................................scabrous 
 
 flexible 
  erect  .............................................. hispid = bristly = setose  
  appressed ......................................................................... strigose  
  
 
trichomes soft  (hairs) 
 
 long 
  coarse .......................................................................... hirsute 
  soft, dense, shaggy ................................................................villous 

  dense, appressed, shiny ........................................................... silky 
  thin, weak  ............................................................................  pilose 
 
 
 
  
 
 short 
  dense, very short ........................................................  puberulous  
  short   ..................................................................... pubescent  
  dense, curving, intertwined .....  tomentose, lanate, woolly, felted  
  
 
 
 
 
adapted from  Hewson, Helen J. (2019). Plant Indumentum: A Handbook of Terminology, revised edition. Australian Biological Resources Study, 
Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Energy. 
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